INTRODUCTORY NOTE

but united it in the National-Socialist movement^ which was all the easier
as the mam Ideological bases 'were common to all the various groups*
Hitler succeeded In uniting the various nationalistic trends^ thanks
largely to the financial support of German heavy industry? for example
Herr Thyssen and von Kirdorff (director of the "Gelsenkirchen Berg-
werke")i both of whom figure on the list of honour of promoters of the
Deutschvolkische Bewegung.

Another circumstance which conduced to the success of the National-
Socialist movement was the fact that the idea which it adopted as its
programme had deep roots among the professors of the higher and
secondary schools, and among the elementary teachers, as the result of
which it had long since permeated the minds of the German youth.
Among the slogans which have Inflamed the fanaticism of present-day
Germans is that of the Nordic-German racial theory, which Hitler
borrowed from German science. During the past twenty years this
theory has been developed by eminent German scientists, with Professors
Lenard {a Nobel prize-winner) Plotz, Lenz, Stark? and Giinther at
their head*

It must be pointed out that the leaders of the National-Socialist
movement matured politically In this post-war atmosphere of vengeful
nationalism. This applies equally to the dissidents of that movement
who are now living in exile, such as Hermann Rauschning or Otto
Strasser, whose quarrel with Hitler was over methods rather than
aims.

While German propagandists were hawking the democratic aspect
of the Weimar Republic all over the world, the Reichswehr and German
industry were systematically preparing the rearmament of Germany.
The Reichswehr exploited the convenient screen of German propaganda
to develop rearmament partly with the help of Russia, which, during the
period when there was Inter-Allud control of German disarmament^
allowed Germany to build on Russian territory factories which worked
for the -military needs of the Reich.

The policy of the Weimar RepubKc^ and more particularly 0f Strese-
mann, had more or less the same objects in mew as the pe&y oftheTUrd
Reich. The difference concerned the method and especially the sp&d af
realising those objects. The Weimar Republic tended towards a gradual
realisation of German "lining space", most of all in the East^ s* &s *&
gain a strong basis later for her "world policy". By g&ed rdstwsts Taith
the West, i.e. with Great Britain, the United States and Fr&K*, sad
with Russia in the East, the Weimar foreign po&y aimed at isoixtmg
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